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FOREWORD

This directory is a guide to |aboratory accreditation and simlar types
of prograns conducted by private sector professionals and trade

organi zations. These prograns accredit or designate |aboratories or
other entities to conduct testing to assist certification bodies in
carrying out their responsibilities. This accreditation, or
designation, is based on formal assessnent of the capability of the

| aboratory to conduct the testing. The nature of such assessnents
varies considerably from agency to agency.

Laboratory accreditation and related efforts provide some assurance
regardi ng the technical proficiency and conpetence of an entity to
assess a product's or service's confornance to a set of prescribed
standards. Many sectors of the econony may be interested in | aboratory
accreditation and related prograns for a variety of economc
procurenent, safety, or other considerations. Mitual acceptance of

| aboratory test results anong private sector professional and trade
organi zations, states, local jurisdictions, and at the national and
international |levels can renove barriers to trade.

This directory (prepared under a contract with the Ofice of Standards
Services, NIST) is an update of information contained in N ST Speci al
Publication 831 of edition 1992, Principal Aspects of U S. Laboratory
Accreditation Systems. This directory identifies professional and trade
organi zation | aboratory accreditation/designation prograns and notes the
appropriate contact points within each organization. It is a reference
for all who operate, use, or rely on |aboratory services. Entries in
this directory are based on information provided by each organization
and reflect the organization's view of its activities. Parties
interested in this subject may wi sh to review NIST SP 808, Directory of
Federal Governnent Laboratory Accreditation/Designation Prograns (a
summary of prograns conducted by the federal government).
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ABSTRACT

This directory is a guide to |aboratory accreditation and simlar types
of prograns conducted by professional and trade organi zati ons. These
prograns accredit or designate |aboratories or other entities to assist
private sector professional societies, trade associations, related
certification bodies, their nenbership, as well as governnment agencies,
in carrying out their responsibilities. This accreditation or
designation is based on an assessnent of the capability of the

| aboratory to conduct the testing. However, the nature of the
assessnent varies considerably by organi zati on and program

Entries in this directory are based on information provided by each
organi zation and reflect the organization's view of its activities.
Parties interested in |laboratory accreditation are referred to NI ST SP
808, Directory of Federal Covernment Laboratory Accreditation/

Desi gnati on Prograns, and NI ST SP 815, Directory of State and Loca
Covernment Laboratory Accreditation/Designation Prograns, which contain
informati on on simlar prograns conducted at the federal, state and

| ocal governnent |evels.

Publication of this directory is part of ongoing NI ST efforts to
establ i sh and mai ntai n conprehensive information on standards,
regul ati ons, | aboratory accreditation, certification prograns, and
related information. This material answers the needs of government,

i ndustry, and the public for information on private sector |aboratory
accreditation and rel ated prograns.

Key Wrds: accreditation; conformty assessnent;
certification; designation; |aboratory accreditation;

| aboratory designation; listing; proficiency testing;
qualified | aboratories; quality systens; standards; testing
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